have reclaimed and rendered fruitful as unpromising a country as could well be imagined. It is true that tlie Salt Lake Valley was less desolate than the surrounding country, and that an unlimited water supply could be got from the springs and snows of the Wasatch Mountains, but enormous labour had to be undergone before the water could be utilized and the sage bush exterminated, and occasional patches of unreclaimed land still shew that its general character when the Mormons settled there was the same as in the desert proper. The patches are now rare, however, and the line from Ogden to Salt Lake City passes though a constant succession of pleasant fields ?cultivated in the rough American fashion?with many comfortable homesteads bowered in trees, speaking well for the material prosperity of the people. The city itself seems wellto-do and prosperous, and though there are still many ?' frair e," i. e., wooden houses, possesses many handsome and imposing buildings. The great majority of the population of 25,000 is still Mormon, but the opening of the railway and the discovery of the rich silver and lead mines in the south of the territory has led to a great influx of " gentiles," who are already striving for the mastery at the municipal and other elections. The 
